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Russia-Ukraine War

The scientific meeting on the “Russia-Ukraine War” was held by the
Center for Central Eurasia Studies of the University of Tehran in
cooperation with the Iranian Regional Studies Association on June 7,
2022. In this session, Dr. Francesc Serra Massansalvador, Professor of
Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain presented his views. The
meeting was moderated by Dr. Elaheh Koolaee, Director of the Center
for Central Eurasia Studies, University of Tehran.

Dr. Elaheh Koolace welcomed Dr. Francesc Serra and introduced
him to the audience at the beginning of the session: “Dr. Serra had
written and published numbers of books and articles on Russia, Central
Asia and the Caucasus.” Dr. Koolaece mentioned that the session focuses
on the recent war between Russia and Ukraine and its impacts on the
new wortld order. Dr. Koolaee invited Dr. Francesc Serra to deliver his

speech on the subject “Russia-Ukraine War.”

Drz. Francesc Serra Massansalvador

I am willing to reflect my viewpoints on the following questions at first:
What’s happening with Russia? What’s happening with the world? What’s
happening to the relationship between the West and Russia, between the
world and Russia? Moreover, are we going to face a new world order? To
talk about the present and future, we should talk about the past. The case
with Russia is that Russia’s past is very present in Russia today. Dr. Serra
mentions four different eras that are important to understand the
present: 1990, 2004, 2014 and 2022.
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1990 is the date of the fall of the Cold War and the beginning of a
new shape of the world. It was about the famous four-plus-two
conferences in which the four international powers—the United States,
the Soviet Union, United Kingdom and France— discussed the
condition of the reunified Germany. Gorbachev agreed with the
reunified Germany as long as it stood outside NATO. But what
happened was that the United States, United Kingdom, and France stood
by Germany, denying the old promise that Gorbachev demanded. Thus,
the Soviet Union and its leaders continuously declared they had been
betrayed. Russia and the Soviet Union know it better that those promises
were not real in the first place. NATO approaching the East and Europe
joining NATO are considered an excuse for Russia.

In 2004 there was the Orange Revolution in Ukraine which was a
copy of the Georgian Revolution that took place one year before. It
brought V. Yushchenko and Y. Timoshenko to power. The lack of
external support, corruption, and several splits led to the failure of that
revolution. It is the same as Georgian Revolution in that there was a
popular reaction against the corrupted authoritarian regime (anti-
Russian). Thus, the Orange Revolution was anti-Russian, anti-corruption,
and pro-European. Hence, the leaders of the new government promised
Ukraine to join the European Union and NATO within four years—
which was impossible. For Russia, that was a Western operation planned
by the United States and the European Union in order to threaten
Russia. In fact, at that moment, the European Union was in a bad
situation: war in Iraq. In Ukraine, the public opinion was divided at that
time, with 40% of the population being pro-Europe, 40% being pro-
Russian and against the new movement, and 20% in the middle. Dr.
Serra concludes that there was no real improvement in the West then.
We can see that neither Ukraine nor Georgia joined any European
organizations. Although NATO denied Ukraine membership in 2008 in

Bucharest,it was not a real HeT (no). Russia did not feel pressured by the

West; the thing is that there is mistrust toward Russia from the West.
In 2014, after refusing to sign the EU Cooperation Agreement



Russia-Ukraine War 7

(2013), Yanukovych faced massive and violent protests starting in
October. The question is: Was it a Revolution or a coup d’état?
According to Russian Press and its official opinion, it was a coup d’état.
Even now Russia is arguing that one of the reasons for the invasion is
that Ukraine’s government is afraid of a coup d’état. It does not make
much sense because the election shortly after was accepted by Russia. A
coup d’état usually implies the commitment of the armed forces, and it
was not the case here. On the other hand, a revolution usually implies
broad support from the sociality, which is not clear if that was the case
in Ukraine. A major issue is that if we call it a coup d’état, it will become
illegitimate and invalid. If we call it a revolution, we can eternize it into
power; since Russia claimed it was an illegitimate act and considered it as
an excuse to intervene in Crimea. The events in Crimea are a show of
Russian imperialist wishes and illegal military occupation. Contrary to
2004, this time NATO and the European Union diplomatically
supported the movement. The European Union was interested in having
Ukraine out of Russian territory, whereas; Russia legitimates that
Ukraine is part of Russia historically. When the West complains about
the invasion of Ukraine, many pro-Russian people say, “Why do you
complain now? We have had a war for eighteen years in Donbass against
Ukraine”. On April 6"

witnessed pro-Russian riots. As a result, the rebels proclaimed

, several cities in Eastern and Southern Ukraine
independent republics in Luhansk and Donetsk and started a violent
confrontation with Ukrainian authorities. After some defeats, the
Ukrainian army took some control of the situation and isolated the rebel
regions. The conflict has caused so far over 10,000 deaths and 2,400,000
refugees and displaced people. Ultimately, both parties reached a fragile
truce in Minsk on September 5, 2014.

On February 21, 2022, Russia recolonized Luhansk and Donetsk.
From that point, Russia interpreted that they had the right to help those
who invaded their countries. According to the International Law—in the
United Nations’ chart— they can intervene to protect any UN member
countries. Luhansk and Donetsk_are not UN members. Russia believed

that Ukraine was committing genocide, whereas International Law
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believed that there had been cases of mistreatment. What is so
important at this moment is the international reaction. Five months ago,
we could see that the West was a fading empire/power. The European
Union felt disoriented and did not know what to do or what to be.
NATO was in cerebral death. Two major signs of weakness in the
United States are probably its weak, old president and its withdrawal
from Afghanistan. At this point, Putin thought that the West is not ready
to react and they can do the same thing they did in Georgia in 2008 or in
Crimea in 2014. In Georgia, the result was nothing but the death of 300
people and Georgia’s surrender. That was a military and political victory
for Russia. In Crimea, there were some sanctions that were ineffective.
But what changed this time? First, the West wants to send a clear
message that they are not fading; second, they will not admit one more
step from Russia—Russians are doing too much. Of course, Russia is
acting against International Law, and it is clear yet it is an excuse. All
powers use International Law, democracy, and human rights as excuses.
In fact, they are all defending their own interests.

As a result of the Russian implication in the Ukrainian crisis, most
pro-Western governments called for condemnation and sanctions on
Moscow; few countries stood by Russia during that crisis, but only the
EU, the US, and some other allied countries applied the sanctions. Putin
replied with contra sanctions and the search for new markets for trade,
with partial success. After the 2022 invasion, Russia was even more
isolated, with only 10 countries backing it at UNGA; however, few
countries beyond OECD have backed the sanctions proposed by the
West against Russia. In practice, Russia is fighting almost alone, while
Ukraine gets wide support from other countries. The current economic
crisis in Russia and the international tensions seem to point to a change
of trend, although some of the steps done have no way back: Crimea is
probably Russian for good, though the annexation will not be recognized
by most of the international community. Ukraine has turned to the West,
even though that won’t imply it will immediately join NATO or the EU.
Russia will need to find its way to break isolation. Social pressure over
the Kremlin and future attitudes toward Ukraine may be the key.
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In the end, Dr. Serra presents a number of possible future scenatios

in Ukraine:

1.

Frozen conflict; may lead to keeping the sanctions and more

international tension

. Autonomy for the Donbass, following the Minsk agreements; that

would be the Kyiv option, but Moscow may claim its ‘right to

protect’ Donbass citizens

. Federalization, in which Russia keeps control over Donbass, and

Donbass has some veto power on Kyiv decisions; that would put
Ukraine under Kremlin indirect control, which is not acceptable by

neither Ukrainians nor Europeans

. Further Russian advance towards ‘Novorossiya’. That would be

coherent with the radical initial Russian speech but brings more

concerns about a real solution






The Impact of the Ukrainian War on the
Economic Equations of Central Asia

The scientific meeting on "The impact of the Ukraine war on the
economic equations of Central Asia" was held by the Center for Central
Eurasia Studies of the University of Tehran in cooperation with the
Caucasus Studies Institute, the Iranian Regional Studies Association and
the Regional Studies Research Core on Tuesday, February 28, 2023. In
this meeting, Dr. Akbota Zholdasbekova, Dean of the Faculty of
International Relations, L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University of
Kazakhstan, presented her views. The meeting was moderated by Dr.
Elaheh Koolaee, director of the Center for Central Eurasia Studies,
University of Tehran. While welcoming Dr. Akbota Zholdasbekova, Dr.
Koolaee introduced her as the head of the faculty of international
relations of the Eurasian National University in Kazakhstan to the

audience.

Dr. Akbota Zholdasbekova

The field of regional studies as a new academic field was imposed on us
by the Western world in the early 1990s with the aim of serving it under
the leadership of the United States in realizing its strategic interests. She
stated that countries of Asia and the so-called Eastern wotld or Middle-
Eastern countries began to develop their own understanding of
international relations, which forced other parts of the wotld to confront

them. To address with the issue of Russia and Ukraine, we need to
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highlight a basic understanding of the concept of foreign policy of
Central Asian countries and the main regional and global actors in those
countries. After the collapse of the Soviet Union and the independence
of countries such as Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kirgizstan, Tajikistan and
Turkmenistan as new regional players, a controversy arose over how to
understand Central Asia in the United States. At the beginning of 1990s,
the title of Central Asia was imposed on those countries while Russia
called them Middle Asia. The United States played a role from a distance
because it did not have a clear strategic interest in these regions, but the
so-called Sovietologists had their eye on these countries. Another
country that still plays a major role is Russian Federation, which has
deeper historical and ideological ties in the region. She admitted the fact
that people still speak Russian, so they have a long way to go to break
these historical and ideological ties.

Another partner and neighbor is Republic of China, which plays a
very important role in Central Asia. To understand how China perceives
Central Asia, it should be noted that in 2017, China introduced Central
Asia and Middle Asia studies to its academic institutions, but not as part
of Russian studies. When they ask the reason for this, the answer is that
“historically and culturally, these countries belong to Turkiye-Persian
world, and it is appropriate to examine this region together with the
studies of Turkiye and Iran.” The ideological basis is that it is better to
see these counties separately from Russia because the war between
Russia and Ukraine proved the truth of this theory that after the start of
the war between these two countries, these countries (five countries)
showed good economic growth based on the data published in 2022.
Countries located in Central Asia are afraid of China’s expansion,
because china is present in all five countries with its economic projects.
For example, in Kazakhstan about 20 major projects were launched by
China in 2015 and had a great impact on the economy of the country
(GDP economic growth of 3.6%).

After discussing the impact and the interest of these three players, she
turned her attention to three other countries: India, Iran and Turkiye. At

the current stage, the main interests are economy, energy and security.
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Furthermore, as we have witnessed meetings and conferences of 5+1
(five Central Asian countries plus India) we can tell that India’s policy
toward this region is unstable. With a short period of political and
economic activity followed by periods of loss of interest in the region,
we are now seeing a resurgence of Indian interest in the region. India has
promised to resolve the Chabahar issue, but we have to wait and see
what happens. Central Asia is both a barrier and a link between India and
Eurasia. As a barrier, it prevents the creation of an Islamic belt along
Pakistan and Central Asia and blocks the path of encirclement of China.
It also barricades narcoterrorism region. As a point of connection,
Central Asia opens the way for vast markets, in the sense that it can
approach the territory of India. For India which claims to be a regional
power, it is important to establish direct ties with Russia through Central
Asia. Undoubtedly, with the case of Russia and Ukraine, Central Asia
becomes more important. If India succeeds in exploring and extracting
oil and gas fields in this region, the lack of energy transmission pipelines
between these countries will face a serious problem in the realization of
India's energy interests. A possible solution for transporting oil and gas
to India could be Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan pipeline project.
According to the calculations, the profitability of this project requires
India's participation to justify the development of such a large project.
Considering that the growth of India's political influence and economic
presence in Central Asia has been low and insufficient in the past 30
years, this country is geographically separated from Central Asia by the
territory of political opponents, Pakistan and China. As a result, trade
between India and Central Asian countries is mainly carried out through
Iran's transit network and sometimes through European soil. Due to
different economic opportunities, India has not been able to fully
compete with China’s position in the region. India’s investment and
economic projects in Central Asia are insignificant compared to those of
China. In addition, the existence of a country called Afghanistan does
not allow the implementation of large economic projects.

Another friendly and partner country will be Iran. Tehran has its own

interest in Central Asia, which are very pragmatic and specific. In the
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1990s, at the same time as the independence of Central Asian Countries,
Iranian businessmen came to help Kazakhstan food system for the first
time because its food market was almost empty. At that time, Iran's aid
was limited to providing detergents and fruit juice. Iran’s support was
done in a more real way. Turkiye was the first country to help
Kazakhstan with 2 billion dollars in April 1991. Tehran’s main goal for
the near future, like Moscow and Beijing, seems to be quite fixed. Iran’s
relationship with Central Asian countries is an opportunity to weaken the
country’s political isolations. Iran can offer a new transportation
opportunity. Iran’s interest in Central Asia is more focused on economic
cooperation. We believe that the next stage of humanitarian cooperation
developed by Iran will be opening of a university, the establishment of
colleges and introduction of the Persian language to counties of Central
Asia.

Turkiye’s role began with humanitarian projects based on the concept
of brotherhood (Turkic nations). Turkiye is one of the main investors in
all five central Asian countries mostly in construction and services
sectors. Before detailed examination of Russia-Ukraine war and its
impact on the Central Asian region, it should be noted that about 80%
of Central Asians are pro-Ukraine, but this is not based on liking
Ukrainians. It is based on the fact that Central Asia is trying to border
Russia. If Russia wins this war, it can pose an immediate threat to
Central Asia. It was officially announced on Russian public television
that the next target would be Kazakhstan. Putin himself stated that his
next main goal is to revive the Soviet Union or create a New Soviet
Union. Based on this, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan have officially
announced that they will not support and help Russian Federation to
prevent Western sanctions against Russia. Whether Kazakhstan bought a
number of Russian banks during this period and saved them from
destruction is debatable. According to the announcement of the
Eurasian Economic Union, a number of people were able to obtain
Kazakh citizenship and avoid the sanctions. In September 2022, general
mobilization was announced in Russia, according to which those

educated young gentlemen were allowed to cross the border. As a result,
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thousands of Russians citizens crossed the border and went to
Kazakhstan to live in this country.

There is another fact that a large number of Turkish and Kazakh
people were sent to the war. Turks and Caucasian die first because of the
army's weak ammunition (unofficially the death toll is over 250.000). In
Astrakhan, published data shows that 85% of all people who were sent
to fight and died in the war were Kazakhs which is the human impact of
the war. Another impact is national self-identification among the youth.
Across all Central Asia, even before 2022, the majority of people
preferred to communicate using Russian language which is changing
drastically these days. For instance, you can see more people on the street
who do not speak Russian. By doing this, we can see that the official
language is developing in 5-10 years. On the economic scale, most of
China’s transit to Europe which used to go through Russian territory,
now goes through Kazakhstan.

Considering that the gas union between Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and
Russia has refused to sell gas to China, the highest growth among all
Central Asian countries belongs to Uzbekistan with a GDP growth of
6%. Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan have a GDP between 4 and
10.5 percent. Although the government does not officially support the
Ukrainians, the people of Kazakhstan show sympathy and emotional
support to the Ukrainians. People are collecting money and even

ammunition to send to Ukraine.
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Regional and Trans-regional Powers in the
Middle East

The Center for Central Eurasia Studies (CCES) at the University of
Tehran, in cooperation with the Iranian Association for Regional Studies
(Central Eurasia Committee) and the Iranian Political Science
Association, organized an expert scientific webinar titled "Regional and
Trans-regional Powers in the Middle East" on April 20, 2022. In this
webinar, Dr. Saeideh Lotfian, professor of the Department of Political
Science at the University of Tehran; Dr. Jahangir Karami, associate
professor of the Department of Russian Studies at the University of
Tehran; Dr. Bahareh Sazmand, associate professor of the Department
of Regional Studies at the University of Tehran; Dr. Akbar Valizadeh,
assistant professor of the Department of Regional Studies at the
University of Tehran; and Dr. Roxana Niknami, assistant professor of
the Department of Regional Studies at the University of Tehran, shared

their views. The meeting was managed by Dr. Koolace.
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Dr. Saeideh Lotfian

The Role of great Trans-regional Powers in the Security and
Development of the Middle East: From Theory to Practice

The Middle East, like other strategic regions in the international system,
is facing a changed security situation due to the intensification of
strategic competition between Russia, China, and the United States with
the cooperation of NATO allies and other Western partners. American
officials expect this competition to continue in the gray state of "neither
peace nor war" and on the verge of direct armed conflict. In the
meantime, countries in the region are not ready to deal with current and
future security threats. Many of them suffer from significant
shortcomings such as increased external dependence, limited political
development, inequality, reduced internal cohesion, inefficient economic
management, lack of resources, and environmental damage. More
importantly, most leaders and policymakers lack an adequate and
accurate understanding of the crucial consequences of reducing their
readiness to face these challenges for economic progress, public welfare
and even the survival of their regimes. The success of national and
regional efforts to effectively deal with security challenges requires
political will, foresight and the tolerance of governments for sustainable
capacity building and conscious preparedness. Most importantly, these
governments need to heed the policy recommendations based on the
comprehensive evidence provided by the academic community and
increase the budget allocated to applied scientific research aimed at
achieving self-sufficiency and better socio-economic resilience to

mitigate socio-economic and political vulnerabilities.

Dr. Jahangir Karami

Russia and the Regional Balance in the Middle East

Unlike the Socialist Soviet Union, which had extensive influence in the
Middle East until the late 1980s, Russia excluded the Middle East from its
foreign policy prioritiesits in the first decade after the collapse of the
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Soviet Union. However, with the rise of Vladimir Putin at the dawn of the
new century, a fundamental shift took place in Russia's foreign policy. In
its strategic foreign policy documents, the Middle East was given the
fourth priority after Eurasia, Euro-Atlantic and East Asia regions. Over
time, the importance of this region for Russia's interests and security has
increased. In response to the question that the policy of the Russian
government follows its presence and influence in the region in the new
period, the following answer can be given:

In this new era, Russia's regional strategy has placed its role in the
framework of regional balance policy. The most important components
of this policy include fighting terrorism, maintaining the status quo in
the regional environment, expanding trade relations and political
alliances. By explaining this idea, the most tangible manifestations of this
grand policy are wider relations and more serious interactions with all
countries in the region, regardless of ideology, political system, and

foreign policy direction.

Drt. Bahareh Sazmand

China's Active Presence in the Middle East through the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI)

Due to the diminution of American presence in the region, we are
gradually witnessing the increase in the presence of other big trans-
regional powers, including the People's Republic of China in the Middle
East and the Persian Gulf sub-region. It is also important to note that
other structural factors, such as the increasing importance of regions and
their roles within the phenomena of regionalism, regionalization, and
region-building, have become increasingly important in the current
conditions of the 21st century in such a way that according to some
leading researchers of regional studies, regions are considered part of the
current world policies and today's world order is a regional world order.
Considering that it is predicted that in the future, the People's Republic
of China will be promoted to the position of a superpower in the

international system, it should be able to have an increasing presence and
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influence in different regions of the world compared to the past.

Dr. Akbar Valizadeh

The Changing Pattern of Russia's Relations with the Middle
East: Opportunities and Challenges

leaders and ruling authorities in Russia have repeatedly declared their
desire to return this country to the position of a great power in the
international system. Regional dynamics and crises in the Middle East
have provided a suitable platform for Moscow’s re-entry into the power
equations in the region. Russia is back in the Middle East and Putin is
looking to restore its superpower status by regaining its political,
diplomatic and economic influence in the region. To achieve this goal, he
has put increasing diplomatic, security, and military cooperation and
exchanges with the countries of the region on his agenda. However, this
agenda and the resulting actions reflect developements in Russia's
approach to the Middle East, particularly its security order.

Understanding these changes and developments is essential.

Dr. Roxana Niknami

The European Union and the [Persian] Gulf Cooperation
Council: Internal Developments and Geopolitical Realities

The  [Persian] Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is a regional
organization whose members are Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, and
Saudi Arabia. Relations between the European Union (EU) and the GCC
has expanded in various economic, political, and security fields. In
Europe, there are tendencies to deepen strategic relations between the
EU and the GCC. This desire is not motivated solely by energy security.
Beyond that, the GCC plays an important diplomatic and economic role
in the region. The relationship between the EU and the GCC cannot
automatically deepen due to cultural and value-based similarities; it
requires a challenging organizational mechanism. Internally, the
competition between the member states of the [Persian] Gulf

Cooperation Council and their political structures and from a
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geopolitical point of view, the consequences of the 2008 financial crisis,
the crises in the Middle East and North Africa region (MENA) and the
Arab Spring are the most important factors shaping the convergence of

these two regional mechanisms.
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The Effects and Consequences of the Ukraine
War on Europe's Energy Market

The Center for Central Eurasia Studies at the University of Tehran, in
cooperation with the Iranian Association for Regional Studies (Central
Eurasia Committee), organized an expert scientific webinar titled "The
Effects and Consequences of the Ukraine War on Europe's Energy
Market" on May 17, 2022. In this webinar, Dr. Abbas Maleki, Associate
Professor of Energy Policy at Sharif University of Technology, and Dr.
Arash Raisinezhad, Assistant Professor of International Relations at the
University of Tehran, shared their views. The session was managed by
Dr. Koolaee.

Dr. Abbas Maleki

The Effects and Consequences of the Ukraine War on
Europe's Energy Markets

The European continent has long maintained its peaceful coexistence
and pursued détente with the Soviet Union and Russia due to the need
for different energy carriers to meet the demands of its economic and
social sectors. Russia supplies about 40 percent of Europe's energy
needs. Europe is surrounded by abundant oil and gas resources,
therefore, the protest of the European officials is on the higher cost of
buying oil and gas, while Europe has no problem in terms of energy
supply. Another point is that by 2030, fossil energy carriers will dominate
the energy sector. The transition to clean energy is slow and fraught with

many challenges, especially in the financial sector. Therefore, countries
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and political parties that have acted without foresight and caution in this
field will face a poor prospect in the upcoming elections. There is also a
possibility that in the United States, the Democratic Party might lose the
upcoming midterm elections for both the House of representatives and
the presidential elections, due to the high price of gasoline and natural
gas . Meanwhile, Iran can become a significant player in supplying oil
and gas to Europe, provided that the JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action) issue is resolved, governance in Iran's oil, gas, and electricity
sector is promoted to the level of middle-sized countries and the

government withdraws from direct involvement in these sectors.

Dr. Arash Raeisinezhad
Energy Geopolitics and the Russia-Ukraine War

Currently, Russia supplies about one-third of Europe's gas and a quarter
of its oil, which makes this country the main energy supplier of Europe.
The recent war between Ukraine and Russia caused an increase in
international risks and, as a result, an increase in energy prices in Europe
and the world. Russia has used its energy resources to create a form of
general deterrence for itself. This has led to a lack of consensus on
Europe's response to Russia as European countries have varying degrees
of dependence on Russian energy. Eastern European countries are more
dependent on Russian energy than Western European countries. In
addition, Russia has tried to diversify its energy export routes to increse
its influence and ensure security of supply. One of the reasons for the
failure of Ukraine's deterrence against Russia's attack is the reduction of
influence in energy geopolitics and the loss of the energy hub position.
This issue can be an important lesson for Iran’s leaders who are thinking
of becoming the energy center of the region, so that in this way, besides
benefiting the neighbors, a kind of general deterrence will be created for

the country.
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Iran in Central Asian Countries' Textbooks

The Center for Central Eurasia Studies at the University of Tehran, in
cooperation with the Iranian Association for Regional Studies (Central
Eurasia Committee), held an expert scientific webinar titled "Iran in
Central Asian Countries' Textbooks" on June 21, 2022. In this webinar,
Dr. Mohammad-Kazem Shojaei, a PhD graduate in Regional Studies
from the University of Tehran, shared his views. The session was

managed by Dr. Koolace.

Dr. Mohammad-Kazem Shojaei

The Image of Iran in History Textbooks of Central Asian
Schools and Universities

Based on constructivist theory, the identity of actors plays a decisive role
in the formation of their behavior in international relations. In this
research, which was carried out as part of a doctoral thesis, we tried to
examine the existing image of Iran in the countries of the Central Asian
region. The best sources for evaluating the regional governments image
of Iran is the study of textbooks from schools and universities in these
countries. By studying history textbooks in these countries, we analyzed
the image of Iran presented in these books and compared it with the
images of other important regional and global countries. We also sought
to assess how this image fits with how Iranians perceive themselves,
including ordinary people and academics. In this process, by studying
about 50 volumes of history education books in the countries of the
region, we came to the conclusion that an insignificant picture of Iran's

background and historical heritage in the Central Asian region was
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presented. The authors of these textbooks have tried to present a
neutral, if not negative, image of Iran's historical and contemporary

relations with the region to their future generations.
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Iran's Relations with the North Caucasus at the
Beginning of the 21st Century

The Center for Central Eurasia Studies at the University of Tehran, in
cooperation with the Iranian Society for Regional Studies, held an expert
scientific seminar on "Iran's Relations with the North Caucasus at the
Beginning of the 21st Century" on June 20, 2022 at the Faculty of Law
and Political Science, University of Tehran. In this seminar, Professor
Igor Kruchkov, Head of the Faculty of History, Political Science, and
International Relations at North Caucasus Federal University, presented

his perspectives. The session was managed by Dr. Shiva Alizadeh.

Dr. Igor Kruchkov

Iran-North Caucasus Relations at the Beginning of the 21st
Century

Iran's cooperation with different regions of the Russian Federation plays
a significant role in relations between the two countries. There have been
successful experiences in this field, including relations with Moscow,
Astrakhan, Samara and St. Petersburg. The North Caucasus is not
considered economically developed within Russia, and political instability
in many areas does not create favorable conditions for cooperation with
Iran. However, Stavropol and Dagestan, among the constituent regions
of the North Caucasus, have the largest volume of trade exchanges with
Iran. The port of Makhachkala in Dagestan plays an important role in
Iran's economic connections with the North Caucasus and other regions

of Russia. Good opportunities for academic cooperation have been
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created with the signing of several memorandums of understanding
between the universities of Iran and the North Caucasus in recent years.
These agreements mainly focus on organizing conferences, setting up
joint educational programs and exchange of professors and students. In
North Caucasus, there are reputable Iranian Studies centers but so far,
the capacity of public diplomacy and university diplomacy has not been
used as it should be in the relations between the two sides.
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The Persian Language in the South Caucasus

The Center for Central Eurasia Studies at the University of Tehran, in
cooperation with the Caucasus Studies Foundation and the Iranian
Society for Regional Studies (Central Eurasia Committee), held a
scientific seminar on "The Persian Language in the South Caucasus" on
August 23, 2022. In this seminar, Dr. Artem Tonoyan, a member of the
Iranian Studies Chair at the State University of Yerevan, and Seyed
Hossein Tabatabaei, the Iranian Cultural Attaché in Armenia, presented

their views in this field. The session was managed by Dr. Koolaee.

Dr. Artem Tonoyan

Examining the Issue of Iranian Language and Dialects in
Danger of Extinction; A Case Study: The Persian-speaking
Armenian Dialect in Shervan Mountainous Region

A "language in danger" refers to a language at risk of extinction. The
number of speakers of an "endangered language" is not always small,
and even if the number of speakers decreases in a relatively short period
of time, it is treated as an endangered language. According to the Atlas
of Endangered Languages published by UNESCO, more than 20
languages in Iran are at risk of complete extinction. The problem is that
the historical and current geography of Iranian languages is much bigger
and wider than the current map of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Dialects
such as Lahiji, Balakani, Surakhani, and Qabai, which are considered Tati
dialects of the Republic of Azerbaijan, are declining. In addition, the

"Kumzari" dialect, which is an Iranian dialect spoken across the Strait of
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Hormuz in Oman, is also classified as an endangered language.
Furthermore, some languages whose speakers live in Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, and Afghanistan are also in the group of threatened
languages. From this point of view, the attention of experts to the Tati
dialects that are spoken on the other side of the Aras River is of special

importance.

Seyed Hossein Tabatabaei

Persian Language teaching in Armenia: Current sitiuation
and Future prospects

The Persian language, especially in the Caucasus region (North or South
Caucasus), is considered an important part of Iran's cultural presence.
Persian language education in Armenia received special attention after
the collapse of the Soviet Union. Currently, in addition to three state
universities in Yerevan, Persian language is taught in 11 schools in
Yerevan and other cities of Armenia, including Slavonic University and
Bryusov University. One of the goals of Iran's cultural diplomacy in
Armenia is to increase the number of schools where teaching Persian
language is compulsory as a foreign language. The perspective of Persian
language education in Armenia is positive, and the policy of the new
Iranian government is to expand cooperation with neighboring
countries. Training and updating the knowledge of Persian language
teachers in Armenia and standardizing the educational texts is one of the
priorities of Armenia in this field. In both fields, with the cooperation of
the Saadi Foundation, measures have been taken and considering the
expansion of the level of commercial and economic exchanges between

the two countries, we expect a brighter and promising perspective.
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The Background and Consequences of Russia's
Military Intervention in Ukraine

The Center for Central Eurasia Studies at the University of Tehran, in
cooperation with the Iranian Society for Regional Studies (Central
Eurasia Studies Working Group), held a scientific seminar on November
22, 2022 on "The Background and Consequences of Russia's Military
Intervention in Ukraine" at the Faculty of Law and Political Science of
the University of Tehran. In this seminar, Dr. Ahmad Rashidi, Associate
Professor of Political Science and Guest Researcher at the Center for
Central Eurasia Studies at the University of Tehran, and Dr. Mahmoud
Shoori, Deputy of the Iran and FEurasia Studies Institute (IRAS),

presented their views. The session was managed by Dr. Koolaee.
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Dr. Ahmad Rashidi

Continuity and Change in the Reasons of Russian Military
Interventions

Since 1991, Russia has conducted approximately 30 military
interventions outdside its borders. If we want to identify a pattern in
these interventions, we will come to at least two things: one is that the
closer we get to the present, the presence of Russian forces in other
countries has become more invasive and mote extensive. Since 2008, the
military dimensions of Russian interventions have expanded. Second,
most of Russia's military interventions have been in post-Soviet Eurasia.
Among the reasons for Russia's interventions in other countries, Russia's
position as a great power is the main and stable cause. Regional
hegemony is derived from Russia's main power status. The area in
question is the post-Soviet Eurasia. Other factors include the leadership
style and psychology of the Russian political elites, the level of economic
and military capabilities, the priority of fighting terrorism in Russia’s
foreign policy, and the issue of supporting Russian ethnic minorities
abroad. According to what we have said, we can conclude that the main
and determining factor in the history of Russian interventions is the
geopolitical components, the recognition of the position of a great
power and the maintenance of Russian hegemony in the post-Soviet

Eurasia region.
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Dt. Mahmoud Shouri
Iran-Russia Relations After the Ukraine War

The Ukraine war is the most important international event after the Cold
War and everything can be divided into before and after this event. In
future, we will face a situation that will be fundamentally different from
the past three decades. The Ukraine war is not necessarily the beginning
of a new phase but rather the end of one. Returning the situation to the
previous state requires many developments. A turbulent period lies ahead
and it will not be easy to create a new order. A key feature of this period
is the attempt to create new alignments. Russia had to separate its ranks
from the Western camp and adopted policies to determine its exclusive
sphere, especially in the areas under its influence. The second point is
related to the current relations between Iran and Russia. The sale of
arms has a military and strategic dimension and the Russians look at its
strategic dimension. On the one hand, international atmosphere building
against Iran is taking shape. For Zelensky, it is very important to pay
attention to Iran's internal events and link international pressure against
Iran with Russia's military aggression. Iran's opposition groups are also
trying to introduce Iran and Russia as the axis of new evil. Iran should

not fall on this path and this situation can be dangerous for Iran.
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Challenges of Historical Identity
and Nationalism in Central Asia

On December 13, 2022, the Center for Central Furasia Studies at the
University of Tehran, in cooperation with the Caucasus Studies
Foundation and the Iranian Society for Regional Studies (Central Eurasia
Committee) held a scientific meeting on "Challenges of Historical
Identity and Nationalism in Central Asia". In this conference, Dr. Farhad
Attayi, Professor of International Relations at the University of Tehran
and Dr. Seyeda Mohtareh Hosseini, Assistant Professor of Political
Science at Payame Noor University, expressed their view. The session

was managed by Dr. Kolaee.

Dr. Farhad Attaei

Historical Identity and the Challenge of Modern Nationalism
in Central Asia

There has been a historical identity in Central Asia. This region has
always been under the rule of empires. Before Islam, the Iranian Empire
ruled. After that, the Arab-Islamic Empire took control and was
succeeded by Persian-Turkic empires such as the Ghaznavids, Seljuks,
Timurids, and Khwarezmshahs, who ruled for seven centuries. After that
came the Mongols, then the Golden Horde and the nomadic empires,
and finally Tsarist Russia and the Soviet Union came to rule. But as soon
as the Soviet Union collapses, borders are created and all communist
leaders change direction from communism to nationalism and become

national leaders. The countries of this region, with a delay of 70 years,
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take up the nation building plan. The challenge lies in the fact that this
new idea comes after a delay of some 70 years, When the Europeans
gathered their national borders and formed the European Union and the
phenomenon of globalization is taking shape and the authority of the
governments has decreased and the borders have also decreased. This is

the problem and challenge that these countries are grappling with.

Dr. Seyedeh Motahareh Hosseini

Identity and State in Central Asia

Identity in Central Asia is a historical issue and all identity-related issues
in this region arise from the two issues of ethnicity and religion. The
state in Central Asia is also primarily an ethnic issue; for this reason, the
political developments in this region have been ethnocentric. The nature
of a president, prime minister, speaker of parliament or a citizen is based
on his ethnicity. The velvet and color revolutions of this region were
formed or oriented based on the issue of ethnicity. In the modern era,
when the issue of Islamic awakening and the use of the element of
religion gained strength, with the Russian reading of modernity, the
cthnicist and ethnicized minds of Central Asia experienced new
perceptions of religion that they had not experienced in the last 70 years.
The result of this experience is fundamentalism, which covered some
areas like a flood. These cases have created a fundamental identity crisis
in Central Asia. The result of this crisis is unsuccessful governments that
do not have a correct understanding of the modern government and
modernity. The effort of world powers has been to spread extremism
from the Middle East to Central Asia as much as possible. The capacity
of the growth of fundamentalism and its transfer to the regions where
China and Russia are sensitive to it has been of interest to the West. In
the new world order, especially after the Ukraine war, the situation in

Central Asia is of particular importance.
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Russia's Projects in the South Caucasus and
Their Prospects

The Center for Central Eurasia Studies at the University of Tehran, in
cooperation with the Caucasus Studies Foundation, the Iranian
Association of Regional Studies, and the Regional Studies Research Core
of the University of Tehran, held a scientific-expert meeting titled
"Russia's Projects in the South Caucasus and Their Prospects" on
February 11, 2023. The speaker at this meeting was Dr. Yevgeniya
Makhmutova, Associate Professor of the Department of Political
Science at the Financial University of the Russian Federation. The

meeting was managed by Dr. Koolaee.

Dr. Yevgeniya Makhmutova

Political and economic opportunities of relations between
Russia and Iran in the current conditions of the South
Caucasus

In recent years, the South Caucasus region has experienced various
tensions. Due to the presence of trans-regional actors, the region is
becoming more militarized and the balance of power is changing,
Through their physical presence, these actors try to change its balance in
their favor and in the direction of their interests. In this complicated
situation, Russia may have to focus more on its southern borders and
allocate part of its resources to this region. With the aim of providing
security and cooperation to advance its diplomatic goals, Russia pursues
increasing cooperation with countries such as Iran, which have relatively

common positions with each other in this region. The militarization of
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the South Caucasus is in conflict with the interests of Russia and Iran.
Cooperation with Iran can have very favorable results for Russia. The
two countries should be equipped with an independent bilateral financial
system and set it up. In the current situation, there are unprecedented
possibilities for the two countries; both in the field of the South
Caucasus and in the field of global issues that bring Iran and Russia very

close to each othet.
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The Effect of Geopolitical Developments on
Iran's Position in International Corridors

On February 7, 2023, the Center for Central Furasia Studies at the
University of Tehran, in cooperation with the Caucasus Studies
Foundation, the Regional Studies Research Unit at the University of
Tehran, and the Iranian Association for Regional Studies (Central
Eurasia Committee), held a scholarly-expert session on "The Impact of
Geopolitical Developments on Iran's Position in International
Corridors" at the Faculty of Law and Political Science at the University
of Tehran. In this session, Dr. Abdolreza Faraji-Rad, Associate Professor
of Geopolitics at the Islamic Azad University, Science and Research
Branch, and former Ambassador of Iran to Norway, Iceland, Hungary,
and Sri Lanka; Dr. Seyed Reza Mousavi-Nia, Associate Professor of
International Relations at Allameh Tabataba'i University; and Dr. Abed
Norouzi Zarmehri, PhD graduate in Regional Studies from the
University of Tehran, presented their speeches. The session was

managed by Dr. Koolaee.

Dr. Abdolreza Faraji-Rad

Geopolitical Developments and Communication Routes in
Eastern Iran

Central Asian countries were inactive for some time after independence.
With the foresight of their leaders and following the example of Japan,
the Chinese entered the development competition in Central Asia, and

finally reached the " one Belt and one Road Initiative." This initiative is
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active in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan, where the Chinese have
made significant investments. Iran is not present at all in sea and land
plans. The 25-year agreement was part of the Maritime Silk Project.
With continuous negotiations between China and Iran, a 25-year
agreement was finally reached. One of the clauses of this agreement is
the development of the eastern regions of the country, which means the
southern cities of Iran. After realizing that the nuclear agreement would
not be signed, the Chinese turned their focus to the south of the Persian
Gulf. China's economic exchanges with all Arab countries are about 300
billion dollars. In this situation, we are lagging behind in benefiting from
the Maritime Silk Project that we could be a part of. It is necessary to
make changes in our foreign policy and follow a new geopolitical
strategy. Otherwise, we will be left out of all the ways and

communication facilities of the region and cross-border infrastructure.
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Dr. Abed Norouzi Zarmehri

Geopolitical Developments in the Caucasus and the North-
South Corridor

Every country has geopolitical limitations that have have been created
throughout history and these limitations must be solved by using various
means. One of these tools is corridors. Corridors solve the geopolitical
constraints of any country. A corridor is not just a road; but includes a
network of infrastructure, communication, logistic, financial and
insurance facilities. The role of corridors is very important in the
development of countries. A corridor is a set of roads and accesses that,
along with laws, supplies and support, form a network to facilitate the
movement of goods. Countries like Iran, which have the capacity of the
international transport hub, are strategically located among these
corridors. The North-South Corridor is one of the most important areas
of Iran's acting in the field of international corridors. In the competition
of great powers, it is better to be cautious and formulate policies based
on national interests. Iran has always acted in the Caucasus based on
defensive realism and with regard to functional interests. However, with
balanced foreign policy, maybe we can increase the competitive

advantage.
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Dr. Seyed Reza Mousavi-Nia

The Future Drivers of Iran's Foreign Policy in the South
Caucasus region from a Geopolitical Perspective

In other words, there are trends that will operate in the South Caucasus
environment until 2030 and will shape the future. The first driver is the
war in Ukraine which will be a very important event at the international
and regional level around Russia. The second driver is the bipolarity
arising from the Ukraine crisis in Russia's peripheral environment.
Bipolar refers to a situation in which countries want to either have a
neutral position or they will be inclined towards Russia or they will be
with the Western side. The third driver is the emergence of new
international institutions or regimes. In recent years, international
institutions are weakening and are not responding to today's world issues.
The rise of the geopolitical position of the South Caucasus region, the
competition of great regional and global powers in Russia's periphery,
the strengthening of the position of the Caucasus region as one of the
geo-economic centers, the legal regime of the Caspian Sea, the policies
that the countries of the South Caucasus region use in relation to water
and the environmental crises in general and the water policies of the
countries in the region will be the drivers that will affect Iran's relations
with the countries of the Caucasus region. I will outline the future of
Iran's relations with the countries of the South Caucasus region until
2030 based on these drivers.



Abstracts 41

The October-November 2020 War between the
Republic of Azerbaijan and Armenia and its
Geopolitical Consequences for the Islamic
Republic of Iran

The Center for Central Eurasia Studies at the University of Tehran, in
cooperation with the Regional Studies Research core of Tehran
University and the Iranian Scientific Association of Regional Studies
held the scientific meeting "October-November 2020 war between the
Republic of Azerbaijan and Armenia and its geopolitical consequences
for the Islamic Republic of Iran" on February 23, 2022 at the School of
Law and Political Science of the University of Tehran. In this meeting,
Dr. Keyumars Yazdanpanah Dero, Associate Professor of Political
Geography Department of Tehran University, and Dr. Dariush
Safarnejad, an expert on Central Eurasian issues, express their views. The

director of the meeting was Dr. Koolaee.
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Dr. Kiumars Yazdanpanah Dero

The Geopolitical Consequences of the War in South
Caucasus and its Impact on the National Security of the
Islamic Republic of Iran

Before the recent crisis, the Caucasus region was not considered from a
security point of view. It is obvious that the dynamics of the recent war
are fundamentally different from previous conflicts in terms of
geopolitics. We are deeply involved in West and Southwest Asia.
Therefore, we did not notice some of the obvious and hidden
developments in this region. The important question of Iranian leaders
and elites should be what to do so that Iran's valuable geopolitics does
not fall into isolation, because Iran's geopolitical isolation can be the
beginning of Iran's geopolitical disintegration. Geopolitical events in the
South Caucasus have both obvious and hidden layers. The obvious layer
is the liberation of a part of Karabakh, the annexation of Lachin and
However, its hidden layer is wider. In the current situation, Iran's
geopolitical priority should be to focus on the Republic of Armenia; this
does not mean to ignore the Republic of Azerbaijan. Iran shoud be two
steps ahead of the republic of Azerbaijan in order to control its
geopolitical situation. Otherwise, the other three geopolitical areas, i.e.
the Iranian plateau, the Anatolian area, and the Persian Gulf, will

marginalize Iran.

Dr. Dariush Safarnejad

The October-November 2020 War between the Republic of
Azerbaijan and Armenia and its Geopolitical Consequences
for the Islamic Republic of Iran

The Second Karabakh War, also known as the "44-Day War," between
the Republic of Azerbaijan and the self-proclaimed Republic of Artsakh,
took place in October-November 2020 and and finally, with the signing
of the peace treaty in Moscow between the Republic of Azerbaijan and
the Republic of Armenia on behalf of the self-proclaimed Republic of
Karabakh, a ceasefire was reached in November 2020. We list some of
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the geopolitical consequences of this war for Iran:

1.

The presence of Salafist-Takfiri groups transferred from the Syrian
scene with the agency of Turkiye.

The military presence and intervention of Turkiye, the Zionist
regime and Pakistan, along with the official establishment of their
military advisors in the neighboring areas of northwestern Iran.

The military proxy acting by NATO in the region considerning that
the NATO Southeast Command is based in Turkiye.

The confrontation between the three co-chairs of the Minsk Group
in the region, which has increased the depth of the conflict.

Creating a favorable platform for the secession of Iranian
Azerbaijanis in the region and escalation of pan-Turkist issues in the
region with the plan of a new hypothetical political entity called the "
Zangezur Turkish Republic " under the leadership of the United
Kingdom and the United States and with the collaboration of
Azerbaijan and Turkiye, whose residents will be Takfiri Salafists.
Increasing insecurity against the security and national interests of
Iran due to the stated cases and in different ways in the upcoming
process.

Increasing the involvement of trans-regional actors.

Increasing the involvement of regional actors.
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Political and Social Rifts in Israel with a Focus on
Russian Speakers

The Center for Central Eurasia Studies at the University of Tehran, in
cooperation with the Caucasus Studies Foundation, the Regional Studies
Research Center at the University of Tehran, and the Iranian Association
for Regional Studies, held a scientific seminar on February 26, 2023,
entitled "Political and Social Rifts in Israel with a Focus on Russian
Speakers" at the Faculty of Law and Political Science, University of
Tehran. In this seminar, Dr. Elaheh Koolayi, Professor of Regional
Studies and head of the center, Dr. Seyed Hadi Borhani, Assistant
Professor of the Department of West Asia and North Africa Studies at
the Faculty of World Studies, University of Tehran, and Dr. Seyed
Hamed Mousavi, Assistant Professor of Regional Studies at the

University of Tehran, expressed their views.
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Dz. Elaheh Koolaee

The Role of Russians in Israeli Society

Russian-speaking immigrants have significant place in Israeli society. The
Russian invasion of Ukraine, the consequences of this war and the
relationship between Israel and Ukraine caused renewed attention to this
issue. The situation of Jews in Russia has always been important. During
the Soviet era, the amount and possibility of immigration from the
Soviet Union to Israel, as one of the indicators of the implementation
of human rights, was a clear focus in the East-West dialogues. The
effects of the Soviet era on the immigrants and the moral characteristics
seen in Russian nationalities have seriously affected the composition of
Israeli society. The process of socialization of Israeli Russians is done
with military forces and recruitment. In the Russian-speaking
community, there is a lot of interest and attention to this issue so that
they can be assimilated into the Israeli society sooner and better.

With the start of the war in Ukraine, the process of immigration of
Ukrainian Jews to Israel has increased. One of the periods when
relations between Russia and Israel was strained was after the Ukraine
war. After this war, Jewish immigration from Ukraine and Russian
immigration from Russia increased. The remarkable capacity of the elites
who immigrated to Israel after the Soviet Union gives these immigrants a
special character in Israel. If we look at the situation in Syria, we can

better see these considerations in the relations between Israel and Russia.

Dr. Seyed Hadi Borhani

The Influence of Russian People on the Political Culture of
Israel

Russians are about 17-20% of Israel's population. Russian is the third
language spoken in Israel after Hebrew and Arabic, between 1.5 to 2
million Russian speakers live in the country. The population of Russian
decent who entered Isreal from the Soviet Union based on the
environment they were in, have characteristics and tendencies that are

somewhat different from the average Israeli society. The Russians who
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came from the Soviet Union are also far from western values . Many
Israeli Jews come from western countries and respect western values
such as freedom, democracy, and human rights. The People of Russian
descent are less sensitive to the weakening of democracy, the restriction
of freedom, and the violation of human rights, especially of the
Palestinians. They have no problem with building settlements in the West
Bank and building housing in Palestinian lands and they do not recognize
the rights of Palestinians. They do not warm relationship with the peace
process and do not have the experience of interacting with Israel's
history. They do not value Arabs and  Arabs history. Arabs are
considered aliens. They also tend to social assistance. Being strict about
who is a Jew they don't like. In Israel, the religious community requires
immigrants to strictly observe Jewish law (Halacha). They are more anti-

Islamic than the average Israeli society.
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Dr. Seyed Hamed Mousavi

Israel's Political Currents in the Last two Decades

Traditionally, there have been four currents in the political space of

Isreal, which we bring in chronological order:

1. "Labor Zionism": The first main stream is "labor Zionism". Zionism
is the work of the first mainstream in the formation of Israel.

2. Revisionist Zionism: Founded by Ze'ev Jabotinsky, this movement
was influenced by fascism and Mussolini, believing that a nation is
formed through warfare.

3. Religious Zionism: This group grew significantly after the 1967 war,
believing that this land was divinely granted to them and opposed
peace negotiations in foreign policy.

4. Ultra-Orthodox (Haredi) Jews: The fourth movement is the ultra-
religious orthodox who traditionally believe that a government
should not be formed during the absence of the savior and until the
true prophet has arrived.

5. In the past three decades, two additional political groups have
emerged: Centrist Parties: A group of centrist parties that are not
ideological, are technocratic and seek a better life.

6. Russian Ethnic Parties and Groups: These have also become

important players in the political arena.

The political system of Israel has become the place of political
conflict between these groups. In the last 50 years, voters in Israel have
moved to the right. The votes for Likud and religious Zionism have
increased, while the leftists have been marginalized in recent elections.
As a result, Likud not only does not need to form a coalition with a party
more left than itself, but can also form a coalition with a party more right
than itself.

Based on these trends, it is predicted that in future, Israeli parties will

more to the right.
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Book Launch and Review Event for '"Dictionary
of Terms and Concepts in Political Science and
International Relations"

The Center for Central Eurasia Studies at the University of Tehran , in
cooperation with the Russkiy Mir Foundation and the Iranian Regional
Studies Association (Central Eurasia Committee), held a meeting to
unveil and review the book " The Glossary of Words and Terms of
Political Science and International Relations" on July 12, 2022. In this
event, the book's author, Dr. Nahid Abdoltaghaddini, who holds a Ph.D.
in Russian language from St. Petersburg State University in Russia, and
Dr. Zahra Mohammadi, Associate Professor of Russian Language at the
University of Tehran and representative of the Russkiy Mir Foundation
in Iran, expressed their views. The session was managed by Dr. Elaheh

Koolaee.

Dr. Nahid Abdoltajedini

Iranian lexicography has a history spanning several centuries, the
tradition of Persian lexicography began in the 9th century AD. European
lexicography started much later. Since the second half of the 19th
century, Russian cultures have grown significantly in Persian and vice
versa and numerous cultures were written in this period. The main focus
of the present dictionary is on terms related to international relations.
However, due to the interdisciplinary nature and close connection with
other fields of humanities, terms from these fields are also included if

necessary. The Russian-to-Persian section contains 4,036 entries and
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8,000 phrases and sentences. The Persian-to-Russian section, which
includes the main dictionary and an appendix of geographical names
from Persian to Russian, has 4,320 entries and 6,800 phrases and
sentences. It is hoped that this dictionary will answer some of the needs
of researchers and students in this field. I would like to thank Professor
Alexander Cholokhadze, head of the department of Oriental Studies at
the University of Georgia, for his valuable assisstance in editing and
reviewing some of the Russian equivalents and to Professor Valery
Alekseyevich Achkasov, head of the department of International
Political Trends at St. Petersburg State University, for reviewing the

Russian section of the book and writing the introduction.

Dr. Zahra Mohammadi

In Russian studies, the necessity of descriptive cultures in various fields,
including political science, is clear. I hope this dictionary will be the
starting point for writing cultures of the same level in different fields of
Russian studies. Typically, graduate students studying Russian Studies do
not have the necessary language skills to access Russian sources. In Iran,
Russology has been created from a western point of view. Because of
the difficulties in accessing Russian sources, our view of Russia has not
been generally comprehensive. But in recent years, due to more focus
and attention paid to Russian sources, scientific literature shows the
diversification of views and analyzes. This diversity brings us closer to
scientific Russian studies. Therefore, the author of this dictionary, Dr.
Abdoltaghaddini, has done a great contribution to the process of Iranian
Russology through this work.

The Center for Central Eurasia Studies, IRAS, the Department of
Russian Studies in the Faculty of World Studies and various other groups
that operate in this field, all have a common mission: To place correct
and scientific Russian studies at least in the academic environment. The
next step is to promote this knowledge in society to produce scientific

literature and increase public awareness in this field.
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The Book Launch and Review Session of
"Conflict and Order; U.S. and Russian Security
Policies in the South Caucasus"

The Center for Central Eurasia Studies at the University of Tehran 45, in
cooperation with the Caucasus Studies Foundation, the Center for
Advanced International Studies, the Iranian Association for Regional
Studies, and the Regional Studies Research Core at the University of
Tehran, held a meeting to unveil and review the book "Confrontation
and Order; US. and Russian Security Policies in the South Caucasus" on
March 9, 2023. The speaker at this session and the author of the book,
Dr. Qasem Osouli, a visiting professor at the ECO College of the
University of Allameh Tabataba'i, presented his views. The session was
managed by Dr. Elaheh Koolaee, professor of Regional Studies at the
University of Tehran.
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Dr. Koolaee

The South Caucasus region, located west of the Caspian Sea, has always
been an arena of competition between regional and global powers. After
the collapse of the Soviet Union, it was believed that the era of
ideological and state confrontations had come to an end. However, the
South Caucasus entered the post-collapse era with such unrealistic
expectations. In addition, the countries of the region were facing other
problems inherited from the Soviet era. The ethnic state-building system
of the Soviet Union, the structural legacy left by the Soviet Union and
the complex demographic composition, especially in Azerbaijani and
Armenian regions where parts of Armenia were assigned to Azerbaijanis
and vice versa, were some of these problems. We hope that Dr. Osouli's
book will be a good motivation for other researchers to study the

developments in the South Caucasus more carefully.

Dr. Qasem Osouli

What has been done was ten years of research and learning from
different professors, which has borne fruit. The most important theme
of the book is that the confrontation between the United States and
Russia at the macro level with the geopolitical, geoeconomic and security
dynamics of the Caucasus has affected the security structure of the
region. Before 2020, efforts were made to balance the impact on the
regional security structure between regional and trans-regional variables.
The Second Karabakh War was a turning point in the history of
developments in the South Caucasus. This war, somehow, affected all
dimensions of regional order. This research covers up to 2021 and
developments after 2021 at the regional and trans-regional levels can
have various consequences for the security structure of the South
Caucasus.

In this book, reliable international databases and high-level
documents are used to present a picture close to reality. In a part of the
book, the transformation in the approaches of the American foreign

policy in different periods of the presidency has been reflected. Then an
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attempt has been made to examine the results of trans-regional variables
and regional dynamics and their effect on the foreign policy of these
countries. The driving forces behind the behavioral patterns of regional
actors, why Russia maintains a policy of silence in the current situation
regarding the escalation of tension between Azerbaijan and Armenia and
discovering the nature of Russia's behavior and the behavior of the

United States in the region, are also examined in the book.
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Russia-Ukraine War

The scientific meeting on the “Russia-Ukraine War” was held by the
Center for Central Eurasia Studies of the University of Tehran in
cooperation with the Iranian Regional Studies Association on June 7,
2022. In this session, Dr. Francesc Serra Massansalvador, a Professor at
the Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain presented his views.
The meeting was managed by Dr. Elaheh Koolaee, Director of the
Center for Central Eurasia Studies, University of Tehran. Dr. Koolaee
mentioned that the meeting deals with the issue of the recent war
between Russia and Ukraine and its impacts on the new world order. Dr.
Koolaee invited Dr. Francesc Serra to present his speech on the topic of
“Russia-Ukraine War.”

Dr. Francesc Serra Massansalvador

The European Union is interested in having Ukraine out of the Russian
territory, whereas; Russia legitimizes that Ukraine is historically part of
Russia. When the West complains about the attack on Ukraine, many
pro-Russian people say, “Why are you complaining now? We have had a
war for eighteen years in Donbass against Ukraine ”. On April 6th,
several cities in Eastern and Southern Ukraine witnessed pro-Russian
riots. As a result, the rebels declared independent republics in Luhansk
and Donetsk and began a violent conflict with Ukrainian authorities.
After some setbacks, the Ukrainian army took control of the situation
and isolated the rebel areas. The conflict has resulted in more than
10,000 deaths and 2,400,000 refugees and displaced people. Finally, both
sides reached a fragile ceasefire in Minsk on September 5, 2014.
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After the 2022 invasion, Russia became even more isolated, with only
10 countries supporting it at the UN General Assembly; however, few
countries beyond the OECD have supported the proposed Western
sanctions against Russia. In practice, Russia is fighting almost alone,
while Ukraine enjoys extensive support from other countries. The
current economic crisis in Russia and international tensions seem to
indicate a change in the trend, although some of the actions taken are
irreversible: Crimea is likely to be Russian for ever, although this
annexation will not be recognized by most of the international
community. Ukraine has turned to the West, although that does not
mean it will immediately join NATO or the EU. Russia must find its own
way to break the isolation. Social pressure over the Kremlin and future

attitudes toward Ukraine may be the key.
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The Impact of the Ukrainian War on
the Economic Equations of Central Asia

The scientific meeting on "The impact of the Ukraine war on the
economic equations of Central Asia" was held by the Center for Central
Eurasia Studies of the University of Tehran in cooperation with the
Caucasus Studies Institute, the Iranian Regional Studies Association, and
the Regional Studies Research Core on Tuesday, February 28, 2023. In
this meeting, Dr. Akbota Zholdasbekova, Dean of the Faculty of
International Relations, L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University of
Kazakhstan, presented her views. The meeting was managed by Dr.
Elaheh Koolaee, ditector of the Center for Central Eurasia Studies,
University of Tehran.

Dr. Akbota Zholdasbekova

To address the issue of Russia - Ukraine war in the economic equations
of Central Asia, we need to highlight the basic understanding of the
concept of foreign policy of Central Asian countries and the main
regional and global actors in those countries. After the collapse of the
Soviet Union and the independence of countries such as Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan as new regional
players, a debate arose over how to perceive Central Asia in the United
States. The United States played a remote role because it had no clear
strategic interest in these regions. Another country that still plays a major
role is the Russian Federation, which has deeper historical and
ideological ties in the region. The Republic of China, a partner and

neighbor of Russia, also plays a very important role in Central Asia.
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Another partner country will be Iran. Tehran has its own interests in
Central Asia, which are very pragmatic and specific. Tehran’s main target
for the near future, like Moscow and Beijing, seems to be quite fixed.
Iran’s relationship with Central Asian countries is an opportunity to
weaken the country’s political isolation. Iran can offer a new
transportation opportunity. Iran’s interest in Central Asia is more
focused on economic cooperation. We believe that the next stage of
humanitarian cooperation developed by Iran will be the opening of a
university, the establishment of colleges, and the introduction of the

Persian language to countries of Central Asia.



